
Township of Woolwich 
Class Environmental Assessment 

Peel Street Bridge # 270148 
Notice of Class EA Schedule Change 

and Meeting Before Council 

In February 2018 the Township of Woolwich initiated a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to review alternatives for the Peel Street Truss Bridge located in Winterbourne. The steel truss structure previously 
had a 3 tonne load limit, but was closed in 2017 due to significant structural deterioration observed during an 
enhanced bridge inspection. The purpose of the study was to determine a strategy to address the short and long 
term needs of the structure. 

A key component of the study was consultation with interested 
stakeholders, agencies and members of the public. A Notice of 
Study Commencement inviting input was published February 16, 
2018 and two Public Consultation Centres (PCCs) were held on 
May 16, 2018 and December 11, 2018 to present existing 
conditions, alternative solutions and their impacts on the social, 
cultural, natural, technical and economic environments.  

Since the PCCs, the project team has examined the issues in 
detail, evaluated potential solutions for the Peel Street Truss 
Bridge and their associated impacts and prepared preliminary 
recommendations to address the short and long term needs of the 
structure. The preliminary recommendations that will be presented 
to Council include: 

• (Short-term) Closure of the Peel Street Truss Bridge
o Staff are recommending that the structure remain closed as the Township does not have the Capital

budget to rehabilitate the structure.  The structure is to be inspected every two years following provincial
regulations to ensure it remains safe for the public to pass underneath.

• (Long-term) Removal of the Peel Street Truss Bridge
o Once inspections determine that the structure is no longer safe, the superstructure would be removed.
o Staff received a lot of feedback during the EA process and understand the community’s desire to have

the Peel Street Truss Bridge remain open. If, prior to the superstructure being removed, the community is
able to crowd-source potential funding through fundraising or other means, or Township Staff can secure
grants or other sources of funding if/when they arise, the Township will consider rehabilitation of the
existing structure.

Due to the anticipated costs associated with implementing the recommendations, the Township will finalize the study 
in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process for Schedule B activities, under the 
Environmental Assessment Act. A staff report will be presented to Council at the Committee of the Whole meeting 
on November 24, 2020 prior to finalizing the Schedule B Project File. If you have any questions or comments about 
this study, or would like delegation status at the meeting on November 24, 2020, please contact: 

Ryan Tucker, P.Eng. 
Engineering Project Supervisor 
Township of Woolwich 
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158, 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6 
Tel: 519-669-6029 
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

Jack Turner, P. Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited 
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2 
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8 
Tel:  519-824-8150  
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of 
personal information, please note all comments will become part of the public record. 

This Notice first issued October 8, 2020. 
https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx 




