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1.0  Introduction 
MHBC has been retained by Capital Paving Inc. to prepare a Heritage Impact Assessment related 
to the proposed Shantz Station Pit located in the Township of Woolwich.  Capital Paving is 
applying for a Class ‘A’ Licence (Category 3 – Pit Above Water) under the Aggregate Resources Act 
and an Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment under the Planning Act in order 
to permit the establishment of the proposed aggregate extraction operation.  Capital Paving has 
leased the subject lands from the Wagner family, who will retain ownership of the property 
following the completion of aggregate extraction.   
 
The subject lands are located on the north side of Foerster Road, between Shantz Station Road 
and Village View Road, just south of the Village of Maryhill (see Figure 1).   The subject lands have 
an area of approximately 90 hectares (230 acres) proposed to be licenced, with approximately 69 
hectares (171 acres) proposed for extraction.  The subject lands have frontage on Foerster Road.  It 
is proposed that aggregate extraction will take place primarily on the property known as 1195 
Foerster Road, with a portion of the rear of 1472 Village View Road also being proposed for 
aggregate extraction.   
 

 
Figure 1 - Locational context 
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Through the pre-submission consultation process with Township of Woolwich staff, it was noted 
that a Heritage Impact Assessment was required to be completed in support of the application as 
a standard requirement for aggregate extraction proposals.  Capital Paving was advised that two 
specific properties to be assessed were 1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road.  It was 
requested that this report also assess potential impacts on the Maryhill Candidate Cultural 
Heritage Landscape (CHL) currently under study by the Township of Woolwich. 
 
Accordingly, this Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared in order to determine if there 
are any cultural heritage resources present on the subject lands, what their significance is, as well 
the potential for impacts as a result of the proposed site development. This report also comments 
on the Maryhill Candidate CHL, the proposed CHL boundary, and the potential for impacts as a 
result of the proposed development application.  The preparation of the report has been guided 
by the policies contained within the Township of Woolwich Official Plan, Region of Waterloo 
Official Plan as well as applicable guidance from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
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2.0  Policy context 
The preparation of this report has been informed by the requirements of various legislative and 
policy documents, as follows. 

2.1 The Planning Act 

The Planning Act makes a number of provisions respecting cultural heritage, either directly in 
Section 2 of the Act or Section 3 respecting policy statements and provincial plans. In Section 2, 
the Planning Act outlines 18 spheres of provincial interest that must be considered by appropriate 
authorities in the planning process. One of the intentions of the Planning Act is to “encourage the 
co-operation and co-ordination among the various interests”. Regarding cultural heritage, 
Subsection 2(d) of the Act provides that: 
 

The Minister, the council of a municipality, a local board, a planning board and the Municipal 
Board, in carrying out their responsibilities under this Act, shall have regard to, among other 
matters, matters of provincial interest such as, ... 

(d)  the conservation of features of significant architectural, cultural, historical, 
archaeological or scientific interest;  

 
The Planning Act therefore provides for the overall broad consideration of cultural heritage 
resources through the land use planning process. 

2.2 The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 

In support of the provincial interest identified in Subsection 2 (d) of the Planning Act, and as 
provided for in Section 3, the Province has refined policy guidance for land use planning and 
development matters in the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 (PPS). The PPS is “intended to be read 
in its entirety and the relevant policy areas are to be applied in each situation”. This provides a 
weighting and balancing of issues within the planning process. When addressing cultural 
heritage planning, the PPS provides for the following: 
 

2.6.1 Significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be 
conserved. 
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Significant:  e) in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that have been 
determined to have cultural heritage value or interest for the important contribution they make 
to our understanding of the history of a place, an event, or a people. 

Built heritage resource: means a building, structure, monument, installation or any 
manufactured remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage value or interest as 
identified by a community, including an Aboriginal community. Built heritage resources are 
generally located on property that has been designated under Parts IV or V of the Ontario 
Heritage Act, or included on local, provincial and/or federal registers. 
 
Cultural heritage landscape: means a defined geographical area that may have been modified 
by human activity and is identified as having cultural heritage value or interest by a 
community, including an Aboriginal community. The area may involve features such as 
structures, spaces, archaeological sites or natural elements that are valued together for their 
interrelationship, meaning or association. Examples may include, but are not limited to, 
heritage conservation districts designated under the Ontario Heritage Act; villages, parks, 
gardens, battlefields, mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways, viewsheds, 
natural areas and industrial complexes of heritage significance; and areas recognized by 
federal or international designation authorities (e.g. a National Historic Site or District 
designation, or a UNESCO World Heritage Site). 
 
Conserved: means the identification, protection, management and use of built heritage 
resources, cultural heritage landscapes and archaeological resources in a manner that ensures 
their cultural heritage value or interest is retained under the Ontario Heritage Act. This may be 
achieved by the implementation of recommendations set out in a conservation plan, 
archaeological assessment, and/or heritage impact assessment. Mitigative measures and/or 
alternative development approaches can be included in these plans and assessments. 

 
The subject site or built features on the subject site are not considered to be a protected heritage 
property under the consideration of the PPS, as they are not designated under any part of the 
Ontario Heritage Act or subject to conservation easement, and have not been identified by 
provincial, federal or UNESCO bodies.  Although flagged as having potential cultural heritage 
value, they are not formally recognized in the Township’s Heritage Register. 

2.3 The Township of Woolwich Official Plan 

The current Township of Woolwich Official Plan was adopted by Township Council in October 
2000, and came into effect in May 2002 after being approved by the Region of Waterloo.  The 
current consolidation of the Official Plan is dated July 2012.  
 



Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 
1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road, Township of Woolwich 

March 2019  MHBC | 5  

Chapter 12 of the Official Plan contains policies related to cultural heritage resources, which 
recognizes the desirability of preserving buildings and structures of historical and cultural merit 
and sites of historical or unique environmental significance.  Detailed policies are not provided 
with respect to cultural heritage resource conservation, however it is noted that development 
must conform to the heritage conservation policies of the Region of Waterloo Official Plan. 
 
Chapter 11 of the Official Plan contains policies regarding aggregate resource planning, and 
Section 11.11.1 lists the various study requirements for new applications.  A Cultural Heritage 
Impact Study is listed as a requirement, with specific guidance provided in 11.11.7 for the matters 
to be included in the report.  The following requirements are listed: 

a) an identification of the policy framework which is aimed at protecting cultural heritage 
resources, and an analysis of how this policy framework is being satisfied, or addressed 
as appropriate, by the subject proposal; 

b) an identification of all cultural heritage resources, including built heritage resources, 
archaeological resources, and cultural heritage landscapes, which may be impacted by 
the proposed operation; and 

c) the nature of the impacts on cultural heritage resources, how these impacts can be 
mitigated, the risks associated with mitigation, the remaining impacts after mitigation, 
and an identification of the significance of the remaining impacts. 

The Cultural Heritage Impact Study may be required to address impacts on cultural heritage 
resources under the jurisdiction of several different authorities. Each authority may, to the extent 
of its jurisdiction, scope, waive or establish a peer review or other suitable evaluation process for 
those aspects of cultural heritage resources impacts which are under the authority’s jurisdiction. 

 
Accordingly, the purpose of a Cultural Heritage Impact Study is to identify the applicable policy 
framework, identify cultural heritage resources (including built heritage and cultural heritage 
landscapes) that may be impacted by the proposed operation, review the nature of impacts and 
how they may be mitigated, and conclude on the overall significance of the impacts.  It should be 
noted that archaeological resources are being addressed as part of a separate study. 

2.4 The Region of Waterloo Official Plan 

The Region of Waterloo Official Plan was adopted by Regional Council in June 2009, and 
approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in December 2010.  Following an 
appeals process, the current Region of Waterloo Official Plan was approved, with modification, by 
the Ontario Municipal Board (now LPAT) in June 2015.  This is the current upper-tier Official Plan in 
effect for the Region of Waterloo, including the Township of Woolwich. 
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Chapter 3 of the Official Plan contains policies related to liveability in Waterloo Region, and 3.G 
includes policies specific to cultural heritage resources.  The Official Plan recognizes the rich and 
diverse heritage of the Region, and notes that the Region is committed to conserving its cultural 
heritage.  A shared responsibility is noted for ensuring heritage resources are conserved. 
 
The Official Plan contains additional guidance on the preparation of Cultural Heritage Impact 
Assessment in Section 3.G.17, which notes the following matters as being required: 

“(a) historical research, site analysis and evaluation;  

(b)  identification of the significance and heritage attributes of the cultural heritage resource;  

(c)  description of the proposed development or site alteration;  

(d)  assessment of development or site alteration impacts;  

(e)  consideration of alternatives, mitigation and conservation methods;  

(f)  schedule and reporting structure for implementation and monitoring; and  

(g)  a summary statement and conservation recommendations.” 
 
The above guidance is consistent with the Ministry of Culture (now the Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport) document “Heritage Resources in the Land Use Planning Process”, based on 
the 2005 PPS. 

2.5 The Ontario Heritage Act 

The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O, 1990, c.0.18 is the guiding legislation for the conservation of 
significant cultural heritage resources in Ontario. This Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment has 
been guided by the criteria provided within Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act which 
outlines the mechanism for determining cultural heritage value or interest.   

2.6 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 

The Province has published several resources containing information related to cultural heritage 
resources, and compiled the information into the Ontario Heritage Toolkit.  This compilation is a 
collection of documents authored by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, which provide 
guidance related to a variety of cultural heritage planning matters.  The documents contained 
within the Heritage Resources in the Land Use Planning Process compilation have specifically 
been referenced in the preparation of this report, to ensure consistency with best practices. 
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3.0  Property background and history 
This section contains an overview of the site history and development, and provides a context for 
the description and evaluation of cultural heritage resources contained later in this report. 

3.1 Background history 

The subject lands are located within the physiographic region identified as the Waterloo Hills 
(Chapman and Putnam, 1984), which is characterized by sandy hills that are a mix of till deposits, 
kames or kame moraines.  The general elevation is between 1,000 to 1,400 feet above sea level.  It 
is noted that the original forest cover consisted of pines and hardwoods such as sugar maple, 
beech, wild cherry and red oak.  More forest cover is noted as being present on sandhills as 
compared to the nearby till plains (Chapman and Putnam, 1984). 
 
While currently within the Township of Woolwich, the subject lands were within Waterloo 
Township until the Region of Waterloo was amalgamated in the 1970’s.  Waterloo Township was 
part of the original land granted to the Six Nations in 1784, known as the Haldimand Tract.  This 
land represented a tract of land 12 miles wide along the course of the Grand River, which was 
granted in recognition of the support provided to the British during the American Revolution 
(Bloomfield, 2006).  The land was later divided into six blocks, with Block 2 becoming Waterloo 
Township. 
 
Brant and the Six Nations drew up a deed for sale of Block 2 in February 1798. The buyer was 
Colonel Richard Beasley, a Loyalist from New York, who had arrived in Canada in 1777. Beasley 
bought the 94,012 acres of land along with his business partners, James Wilson and Jean-Baptiste 
Rousseaux (Moyer, 1971). The land was then surveyed by Richard Cockrell (or Augustus Jones) 
who divided the township into upper and lower blocks (Hayes, 1997; Bloomfield, 2006). At this 
time, German Mennonite farmers from Pennsylvania were scouting out farmland in the area. 
Several of them went back to Pennsylvania and returned with their families the following year to 
buy and settle the land (Hayes, 1997). 
 
In order to raise the £10,000 needed to purchase their prospective land holdings, the 
Pennsylvanian farmers, led by Sam Bricker and Daniel Erb, established an association to acquire 
the approximately 60,000 acres, later known as the German Company Tract (GCT). The deed for 
the land was finally granted to the German Company and its shareholders on 24 July 1805 (Eby N, 
1978).  
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After the arrival of the GCT shareholders, settlement in the GCT slowed. Many immigrants were 
unable to leave Europe during the Napoleonic War, and the War of 1812 in North America also 
prevented many settlers from relocating to join their relatives. By 1815 both conflicts had ended, 
and settlement to the GCT began to increase, with additional Pennsylvania Mennonite settlers, 
German-based settlers, and later English, Irish and Scottish settlers. A number of settlers from 
England, Scotland and Ireland came to Waterloo Township by assisted immigration and 
colonization schemes (Bloomfield, 2006). In 1816 the GCT lands and Beasley’s lower block were 
incorporated into Waterloo Township, and in 1853 became part of Waterloo County.  
 
The land remained part of Waterloo Township until 1973, when the Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo was formed.  At that time, the western section of the Township was absorbed into the 
City of Kitchener, while lands east of the Grand River were added to an enlarged Township of 
Woolwich (Waterloo Region Museum, 2019). 
 
By the turn of the 20th century, the Township had been transformed both technologically and 
socially, so that there was an elaborate network of rails, roads, and factories, but also a well-
formed system of schools, churches, health facilities (including a hospital in Galt built in the 
1890s), and cultural societies. The first hamlets of settlement had since changed to villages, and 
villages to towns by this time (Waterloo Region Museum, 2018). 
 
The Village of Maryhill was originally known as New Germany and is noted as such on historic 
maps.  The name was changed to Maryhill on February 10, 1941 at the request of the Canadian 
Post Office. There is a ‘New Germany’ in Nova Scotia, and apparently mail from overseas was 
being misdirected (Maryhill Historical Society, 2019). 

3.2 Site history 

The subject lands fall within part of Lots 81 & 82, German Company Tract in the Township of 
Woolwich (geographic Township of Waterloo).  According to the 1861 Tremaine’s Map of the 
County of Waterloo (see Figure 2 below), the subject lands are indicated as being partially onwed 
by Gott. Brohman, Jos. Scharbach, Felix Schumacher, Andy Gehl, and Jacob Kloepfer.  Most of the 
lands are vacant, except for two buildings noted as being located near the creek on the portion 
owned by Anty Gehl.  
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Figure 2 – Excerpt from Tremaine’s Map of the County of Waterloo (1861) 

 
Mapping from the 1881 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Waterloo County (see Figure 3 on next page) 
shows no buildings or structures located on the subject lands, and no ownership information is 
provided.  Although there is no building on the subject lands, the Illustrated Atlases were funded 
by subscriptions so may not include buildings located on all lots.  This appears to be the case in 
this area, as there are buildings noted in the 1861 map that do not appear on the 1881 map. 
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Figure 3 – Excerpt from the Illustrated Atlas of Waterloo County (1880) 

 
Notwithstanding the absence of information on historical mapping, based on the architectural 
style of the buildings on the subject lands, it is likely that the house and barn located at 1195 
Foerster Road was constructed in the 1860’s - 1870’s, while the house located at 1472 Village View 
Road was likely constructed in the 1850’s – early 1860’s.  This is in general agreement with date of 
construction information provided by Woolwich Township staff through the pre-submission 
consultation process.  
 
A review of aerial photographs was undertaken in order to determine the site features present in 
later decades of the 20th century on the subject lands.  The 1954 set of aerial photographs 
undertaken by Hunting Survey Corporation on behalf of the Province of Ontario are of good 
quality and show the site features quite well.  An excerpt from the compilation covering this 
portion of Woolwich Township is shown below as Figure 4.    
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Figure 4 – Excerpt from 1954 aerial photograph 

 
From a review of the aerial photographs, field divisions are apparent and hedgerows are visible as 
well between fields and around the perimeter of the property.  Building clusters associated with 
both 1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road are visible (left and right, respectively), as are 
the access driveways and laneways.   The stream (Hopewell Creek) located within 1472 Village 
View Road is apparent, and the forested area in the northern portion of subject lands appears 
similar to that which exists today.  
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4.0 Description of site and surrounding 
features 

4.1 Subject property built heritage features 

 

4.1.1 1195 Foerster Road 

Single-detached dwelling 
The residential dwelling on the subject property is a one-and-one-half storey structure with a 
cross gable roof. The original structure is T-shaped, and features a one-and-one-half-storey 
addition located at the rear. The house is representative of the Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage 
architectural style.   The house is clad in yellow brick, features an arched window above the front 
porch, and two brick chimneys (one on each end).  The house is located at the terminus of a long 
lane from Foerster Road, and is situated behind the outbuildings.   
 

  
Photos 1 & 2 – View of house and buildings from Foerster Road. (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The Gothic Revival style was common in Ontario from the 1830s to the turn of the century, and 
was a popular design for farm dwellings, promoted by academics and farming publications as 
cost-effective county dwelling. Many housing catalogues of the era provided designs that were 
easy to follow, and could be modified in many ways by altering details or adding decorative 
elements. Typical to the Gothic Revival cottage style in Ontario is the cross gabled form, 
symmetrical facade with three bays – a central entrance and windows centered on either side. 
The central gables typically contained pointed or round arched windows, and often contained 
decorative bargeboard and/or finials. Porches, either spanning the width of the front façade, or 
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located just at the entrance were often found on these types of dwellings, and contained varying 
levels of decoration, from decorative posts, bargeboard or brackets.  
 
The south (front) elevation of the main house features a 3-bay symmetrical façade with a central 
entrance door and a pair of narrow windows on either side.  Above the entrance is a steeply-
pitched centre gable with wooden bargeboard and a rounded arched window.  Decorative brick 
detailing is found above the arched window, and also above the door and windows on the main 
floor.  A wooden porch extends across the width of the house and leads to the front door.  The 
door and windows are all contemporary replacements. 
 

  
Photos 3 & 4 – Front elevation and brick detail at upper level (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The east elevation includes the side gable end, as well as the rear wing of the original house and 
the more recent addition.  The east elevation features two windows on each of the lower level 
and upper level of the main house, as well as a small rectangular-shaped window located within 
the gable in the centre of the rear wing.  An enclosed porch is located within the rear wing, and 
features an entrance door and windows. All windows and doors are modern replacements.   
 
The newer addition has a similar form as the main house, and features two garage doors on the 
first floor as well as a large window on the upper floor.  It also features a side entrance door to the 
garage.  The addition is clad in stucco over an exterior insulation finishing system (EIFS) wall 
system. 
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Photos 5 & 6 – Photos of the east elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The north (rear) elevation of the house contains the rear of the modern addition.  The garage 
portion features two large divided-light windows on the main floor, while the living space area 
features a single window on the main floor and a single window on the upper floor. 
 

 
Photo 7 – Photo of the north elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 

 
The west elevation includes the opposite side gable end, as well as the rear wing of the original 
house and the more recent addition.  Two windows are located on each of the lower level and 
upper level of the main house, and a chimney is located in the centre of the elevation.  There are 
no windows or doors located within the rear wing on this elevation, although a new living space 
is under construction.  All windows appear to be modern replacements.   
 
The newer addition has a similar form as the main house, and features four rectangular windows 
on the main floor and two rectangular windows on the upper floor.  The addition is clad in stucco 
over an exterior insulation finishing system (EIFS) wall system. 
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Photos 8 - 9 – Photos of the west elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 

Barn and outbuildings 
South of the house is a barn complex that consists of a main bank barn that has a lean-to and a 
smaller outbuilding adjacent.  The barn has a stone foundation that has been parged in some 
areas.  The walls are clad in vertical wooden planks and steel siding, and the roof is also clad in 
steel.  The north elevation contains the barn bank and sliding doors.  The southern side of the 
main barn has storage areas located under the second floor. 
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Photos 10 - 15 – Photos of the barn exterior (MHBC, 2019). 

 
The property contains two newer outbuildings located near the barn complex.  The newer 
buildings are clad in steel siding and have large access doors. 
 

  

Photos 16 – 17 – Photos of the more recent outbuildings (MHBC, 2019). 

 

4.1.2 1472 Village View Road1 

Single-detached dwelling 
The residential dwelling on the subject property is a one-and-one-half storey structure with a low-
pitched cross gable roof. The main structure is rectangular-shaped, and features a one-and-on-
half-storey addition located on the rear (south) side. A barn complex is located to the south of the 
house.   
 
The house and buildings are located at the top of the creek valley on a rise of land set back from 
Village View Road.  The buildings are accessed via a winding lane that veers south and crosses 
Hopewell Creek before climbing out of the valley. 

                                                           
 

1  The buildings at this address are on the subject lands, but located outside the proposed licenced area. 
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Photos 18 – 21 – View of house and buildings.  Note location of house on rise of land. (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The house is of vernacular design, but displays influences of the Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage 
architectural style.   The house is clad in siding, with a foundation that is at least partially concrete 
block, although portions were obscured due to grades and weather.  As noted earlier in this 
report, the Gothic Revival style was common in Ontario from the 1830s to the turn of the century. 
 
The north (front) elevation features a 3-bay façade with a central door and a window on the left 
side of the door.  The door appears to be a replacement, while the window is likely original.  A 
porch with decorative columns traverses the frontage of the home.  
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Photo 22 – Photo of front elevation (MHBC, 2019). 

The eastern elevation includes the gable end, as well as the rear wing and a small later addition.  
There are two windows on the upper levels of both the gable and the rear wing, as well as two 
windows on the lower level of gable and wing and one window on the addition.  The basement 
on this elevation also features an access door and two smaller windows.  All windows appear to 
be older, and the roof is a newer metal replacement.  
 

   
Photos 23 & 24 – Photos of the east elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The southern elevation of the house features the rear portion of the wing, as well as a small 
addition and what appears to be an enclosed porch area.  It features a door and small window on 
the enclosed porch, as well as two windows on the ground floor of the main dwelling.  There is a 
partial second floor with no windows. 
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Photos 25 & 26 – Photos of the south elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 
 
The west elevation features a central chimney on the main dwelling, and a smaller chimney on 
the enclosed porch.  There are two windows located on the upper floor of the main house and 
two windows located on the lower floor of the main house.  The enclosed porch features two 
windows.  All windows are older wooded windows in a two-over-two pattern.   
 

  

Photos 27 & 28 – Photos of the west elevation of the house (MHBC, 2019). 

Barn and outbuildings 
A bank barn is located to the southwest of the house.  The barn has a rubble stone foundation 
that has been parged in some areas.  The walls are clad in vertical wooden planks that have 
recently been replaced, and the roof is clad in steel.  The eastern elevation of the barn has access 
to the lower level and features two doors and two windows.  The northern elevation has an 
access door and four small windows.  The western elevation contains a large sliding door and has 
taken advantage of the natural topography to provide the bank.  The southern elevation contains 
three windows as well as a silo and storage area. 
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Photos 29 - 32 – Photos of the barn exterior and silo (MHBC, 2019). 

 
A storage building is located immediately adjacent to the barn, and there are two other storage 
buildings located on the property, both to the west of the house.  The buildings adjacent to the 
barn and closest to the house are clad in steel siding, while the building nearest the fields is clad 
in a combination of steel and wood siding.  
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Photos 33 – 36 – Photos of the outbuildings (MHBC, 2019). 

4.2 Landscape setting and context 

The subject lands are located within an agricultural area that has continued to evolve since this 
part of the Township was originally settled.  The surrounding area is characterized by farm-related 
and non-farm-related dwellings, and agricultural buildings.   
 

4.2.1 1195 Foerster Road 

Building cluster 
Within the subject lands, the building cluster is situated approximately 525 metres from Foerster 
Road.  The relationship between the house and barns is peculiar as compared to the typical farm 
layout within Waterloo County, as the house would usually have a commanding view from the 
road.   
 
The property contains the main residence, barn and other outbuildings described above.  There is 
one lane entering the farm, which passes a dug pond and the outbuildings before arriving at the 
house.  The driveway wraps around the barn cluster and travels to the east of the home, before 
extending northward towards the rear of the property. 
 
A cluster of mature trees is located to the northwest of the house, and also surrounding the pond 
area.  A fencerow is located along the western limit of the building cluster, extending to the pond 
area.  Hedgerows are located around the perimeter of the property, as are remnants of old fences. 
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Photos 37 - 40 – Photos of the vegetation north and west of house, pond, and hedgerow along western boundary 
of building cluster (MHBC, 2019) 

 
From a review of the 1954 airphotos (Figure 4) in comparison to more recent airphotos (see 
Figure 5, below) the lane configuration is similar to what exists today and the building layout is 
similar.  There have been alterations that have occurred over the decades to the farmyard as 
farming practices have changed, although the general layout is similar. 
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Figure 5 – Excerpt from 2018 airphotos (Region of Waterloo, 2019) 

 
Agricultural lands 
The field pattern surrounding the farm buildings has been modified in the past, and the 
agricultural lands have mostly been consolidated into one large field (see Figure 5, above).  The 
previously-mentioned laneway leading toward the rear of the property remains, and branches 
both eastward and westward at the back of the property.  Some sections of wood split rail fence 
remain, particularly at the rear of the property along the laneway sections. 
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Photos 41 - 44 – Photos of the agricultural field pattern and treed areas (MHBC, 2019). 

4.2.2 1472 Village View Road 

Building cluster 
Within the subject lands, the house and farm buildings are situated on a rise of land and set 
approximately 450 metres from Village View Road.  The location on a rise of land was common 
practice in the 19th century, both for functional and aesthetic reasons (see Photos 18-21). 
 
The property contains the main residence, barn and other outbuildings described above.  There is 
one lane entering the farm, which traverses Hopewell Creek before climbing a hill and opening 
into the farmyard area.  The laneway extends towards the west in order to accommodate entry to 
the outbuilding located near the edge of the grassed area. 
 
A cluster of mature trees is located to the northwest of the house, near the top of the slope 
towards the creek.  A hedgerow follows the approximate edge of the slope heading towards the 
creek, and hedgerows are located around the perimeter of the property.  Remnants of old fences 
are located in several spots along the perimeter of the property. 
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Photos 45 & 46 – Photos of the vegetation cluster north of house and creek looking south (MHBC, 2019) 
 
From a review of the 1954 airphotos (Figure 4) in comparison to more recent airphotos (see 
Figure 6, below) the general lane configuration appears similar to what exists today and the 
building layout is similar.  There have been alterations that have occurred over the decades to the 
farmyard as farming practices have changed. 
 

 
Figure 6 – Excerpts from 2018 airphotos (Region of Waterloo, 2019) 

Agricultural lands 
The field pattern surrounding the farm buildings has been modified in the past as farming 
practices have changed, and the smaller agricultural lands have been consolidated into larger 
fields (see Figure 6, above).  The farm has remained divided into areas farmed on the east and 
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west of the creek that traverses the property.  Fences exist along the perimeter of the lands, with 
some sections of split rail fence apparent.   
 

  

  
 

  
Photos 47 - 52 – Photos of the agricultural field pattern east and west of creek, fence remnants, and hedgerow 
areas (MHBC, 2019). 
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4.3 Nearby properties listed on Township of Woolwich Heritage Register 

As part of the background research conducted for this project, a search was undertaken of the 
municipal, provincial and federal heritage properties database in order to understand if any 
nearby properties are identified. The search consisted of Heritage Conservation Districts, Ontario 
Heritage Act property designations (Part 4 and 5), provincially owned heritage properties and 
National Historic Sites. 
 
Adjacent designated properties 
There are no properties designated under Part IV or Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act located 
adjacent or near (within 500 metres) of the subject lands.  The nearest is the St. Boniface Catholic 
School, located approximately 1.1 km to the northeast.  The school’s information is as follows: 
 

Address Date Information Photo 
 

1354 Maryhill Road 1852 Designated by 
Township By-law 

53-2014. 

 
Source: MHBC (2019) 

 
Adjacent listed properties 
There are no properties located near the subject lands that are listed on the Township’s non-
designated property register.  The nearest property is located in Winterbourne, approximately 7.5 
km from the subject lands. 
 
Maryhill Candidate Cultural Heritage Landscape 
Although not formally recognized on the Township of Woolwich Heritage Register, an 
independent study has recently been completed which has identified a Candidate Cultural 
Heritage Landscape (CHL) located within the village of Maryhill (among other areas).  The 
boundaries of the CHL include the village cluster of Maryhill, and surrounding lands to the north 
and east.  The preliminary mapping produced depicts the subject lands as being located outside 
the Maryhill Candidate CHL, but adjacent to the preliminary identified area.  Township staff are 
undertaking further study of the Maryhill Candidate CHL, with the intent to bring forward a final 
boundary recommendation and implementation options in the future. 
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5.0 Evaluation of the significance of 
onsite cultural heritage resources  

This section of the report reviews the various attributes of the subject lands and includes an 
identification of the significance of any cultural heritage resources present. 

5.1 Evaluation criteria 

The evaluation of potential cultural heritage resources should be guided by the criteria outlined in 
Ontario Regulation 9/06 pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act in order to determine the cultural 
heritage value. The regulation provides that:  

A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more or the following 
criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest:  

1. The property has design value or physical value because it, 
i. is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material or 

construction method, 
ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or 

iii. demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 

2. The property has historical value or associative value because it, 
i. has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, organization or institution that is 

significant to a community, 
ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of a 

community or culture, or 
iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer or theorist 

who is significant to a community. 

3. The property has contextual value because it, 
i. is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area, 

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or 
iii. is a landmark.  

 
In addition to the above, specific guidance and information related to cultural heritage 
landscapes is contained within the PPS.  The PPS defines cultural heritage landscapes as: 

a defined geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is identified 
as having cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an Aboriginal 
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community. The area may involve features such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites or 
natural elements that are valued together for their interrelationship, meaning or association. 
Examples may include, but are not limited to, heritage conservation districts designated under 
the Ontario Heritage Act; villages, parks, gardens, battlefields, mainstreets and neighbourhoods, 
cemeteries, trailways, viewsheds, natural areas and industrial complexes of heritage 
significance; and areas recognized by federal or international designation authorities (e.g. a 
National Historic Site or District designation, or a UNESCO World Heritage Site). 

As described in guidance from MTCS, cultural heritage landscapes may be characterised by three 
types: 

• Designed landscapes: those which have been intentionally designed e.g. a planned garden or in 
a more urban setting, a downtown square. 

• Evolved landscapes: those which have evolved through the use by people and whose activities 
have directly shaped the landscape or area. This can include a ‘continuing’ landscape where 
human activities and uses are still on-going or evolving e.g. residential neighbourhood or 
mainstreet; or in a ‘relict’ landscape, where even though an evolutionary process may have 
come to an end, the landscape remains historically significant e.g. an abandoned mine site or 
settlement area.  

•  Associative landscapes: those with powerful religious, artistic or cultural associations of the 
natural element, as well as with material cultural evidence e.g. a sacred site within a natural 
environment or a historic battlefield. 

5.2 Built heritage features 

The property at 1195 Foerster Road contains a remnant farmstead that had its beginnings in the 
mid-late-19th century. The property contains a one-and-one-half storey house that is of the 
Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage architectural style.  The property also contains a bank barn and 
other agricultural outbuildings. 
 
The house has design or physical value because it is a representative example of an Ontario 
Gothic Revival Cottage style of architecture. This style of architecture was popular in rural areas in 
the 19th century, and there are many examples in the surrounding countryside.  The house 
features notable design features such as symmetrical design, porch, and window and door 
patterns that are typical of this style of architecture.  The house is associated with the theme of 
early agricultural settlement within Waterloo Township.  In addition, the house also retains its 
historic and physical relationship to Foerster Road and other onsite buildings, through driveway 
connections.  The house appears to be in good condition. 
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The barn also has design or physical value because it is representative of a typical agricultural 
building within the rural southwestern Ontario context.  The barn has associative value since it is 
also associated with early agricultural settlement within the area.  The barn appears to be in good 
condition. 
 
The property at 1472 Village View Road contains a remnant farmstead that had its beginnings in 
the mid-late 19th century.  The property contains a one-and-one-half storey house that is of a 
vernacular architectural style but has some influences from the Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage 
style of architecture.  The property also contains a bank barn and other agricultural buildings. 
 
The house has some design or physical value because it has design cues taken from the Ontario 
Gothic Revival Cottage style of architecture.  The house is of a somewhat unique design due to 
the location on the side of a hill which allows for walk-in basement access on one side and 
ground level access to the main floor on other sides.  The house is associated with the theme of 
early agricultural settlement within Waterloo Township. In addition, the house also retains its 
historic and physical relationship to Village View Road and other onsite buildings, through 
driveway connections. The house also enjoys a prominent location facing the road. The house 
appears to be in fair condition. 
 
The barn also has design or physical value because it is representative of a typical agricultural 
building within the rural southwestern Ontario context.  The barn has associative value since it is 
also associated with early agricultural settlement within the area.  The barn appears to be good 
condition. 

5.3 Cultural Heritage Landscape evaluation 

The Township of Woolwich Official Plan and Region of Waterloo Official Plan both contain policies 
regarding the identification of cultural heritage landscapes, which echo the PPS direction that 
significant cultural heritage landscapes will be conserved. The Township has designated the West 
Montrose cultural heritage landscape within its Official Plan, and a research study has completed 
regarding other potential cultural heritage landscapes within the Township.  The subject lands 
have not been identified as being within a designated cultural heritage landscape or a candidate 
cultural heritage landscape. 
 
The subject lands contain features associated with a typical rural agricultural area, and can be 
considered an evolved cultural heritage landscape in that it has continued to be altered to suit 
the needs of the owners of the properties.  The properties can both be thought of as containing 
two distinctive potential cultural heritage landscape areas: the farm building cluster and the fields. 
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In determining whether an area is a significant cultural heritage landscape, three additional 
criteria should be met: cultural heritage value or interest; community value; and historical 
integrity.  The subject lands retain some cultural heritage value associated with the agricultural 
past, but the property is not demonstrated to be valued by the community and the historic 
integrity has been altered in recent decades. 
 
In particular, the field patterns that was once evident on the subject lands have continued to be 
consolidated as farming activities have changed throughout the years.  As evident from a 
comparison the 1954 and 2018 airphotos contained in this report, many smaller field divisions 
have merged into one.  There are also no remains of pasture areas that one would expect.  All of 
these changes have resulted in a more efficient field pattern for today’s modern farm equipment.   
 
In order to assist in the assessment of the area containing the farm buildings, it is useful to 
examine the typical layout and compare to the existing features.  The orientation of farm 
buildings was fairly regular across Ontario and within Waterloo Region.  Farmsteads were 
generally organized such that the buildings were oriented parallel to the road, and a farm lane 
approached the home at a right angle from the side-road.   The lane generally divided the house 
from the barn and related structures to separate the two important functions of the farmstead.  
Figure 7 shows a typical farmstead in Waterloo County with the domestic work area, the 
barnyard work area, and the orderly arrangement of the various buildings, structures and 
functions. 
 

 
Figure 7 – Typical farm layout in Waterloo County (Waterloo County Atlas, 1881) 

 
The spatial organization on 1472 Village View Road follows this general layout, particularly the 
relationship and link between the house and barn areas.  The access driveway from the road and 



Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 
1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road, Township of Woolwich 

March 2019  MHBC | 32  

located between the house and barn represents a traditional circulation pattern, and the form has 
been retained through the evolution of the property. Regarding 1195 Foerster Road, although the 
pattern of buildings is not traditional, the layout had remained consistent over time.  Although 
there have been some alterations to the building areas on both properties in recent years, the 
collection of buildings, spatial organization, relationship and circulation patterns have all 
remained very similar. Typical vegetation also remains, including hedgerows and large trees 
located near the dwellings.   

5.4 Summary of heritage character 

Given the above evaluation, the building area of the property at 1195 Foerster Road has cultural 
heritage value due to the presence of the built heritage resources identified (e.g. barn, house).  
The farm ‘core’ retains some elements that demonstrate the connection to its 19th century 
agricultural history as outlined in this section.  These include: 

• the architectural style of the house, constructed in the Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage 
style of architecture and representative of mid-to-late 19th century farm dwellings; 

• the barn complex located on the property to the south of the house; 

• the orientation of the house to the road; 

• the arrangement of the buildings and access driveways for the subject lands; 

• the collection of trees framing the house on the north and west. 
 
The building area of the property at 1472 Village View Road has cultural heritage value due to the 
presence of the built heritage resources identified (e.g. barn, house).  The farm ‘core’ retains some 
elements that demonstrate the connection to its 19th century agricultural history as outlined in 
this section.  These include: 

• the architectural style of the house, inspired by the Ontario Gothic Revival Cottage style of 
architecture and representative of mid-to-late 19th century farm dwellings; 

• the barn complex located on the property to the south of the house; 

• the siting of the house on a rise of land, prominently visible from the road; 

• the arrangement of the buildings and access driveway for the subject lands; 

• the collection of trees framing the house on the north and west. 
 
It is not considered that the field areas of the subject lands have cultural heritage value, given the 
changes in the layout and transition into larger field areas as farm operations continue to evolve 
as described in this report.  
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6.0 Description of proposed 
development 

The proposed development consists of the development of a large portion of the subject lands 
for aggregate extraction purposes.  The site will be operated as an above-water aggregate 
extraction site.  The main entrance / exit is proposed via internal haul road to Shantz Station Road, 
with no pit access proposed to or from Foerster Road or Village View Road.  The existing 
collection of buildings and farm yard areas are located outside the extraction limit and are 
proposed to be retained as part of site development and will be returned to an agricultural use 
(see Figure 8, below). 
 

 
Figure 8 – Proposed extraction area for subject lands (MHBC, 2019) 
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As noted above, the proposed extraction limit excludes the farm building clusters, and follows the 
yard area around the buildings.  For 1195 Foerster Road, extraction excludes the vegetation 
surrounding the building cluster, yard areas around the house, and the pond area.  Driveway 
access will be retained for the buildings through extraction.  Related to 1472 Village View Road, 
extraction will remain west of the building cluster.  
 
Extraction activities are proposed to be phased such that the main operations areas are located in 
the northern portion of the property.  This includes entrance / exit, scale facilities, aggregate 
washing, processing plant, and stockpiles.  Operations will commence in the northern area of the 
property, and proceed generally from north to south. 
 
Rehabilitation of the site will be to an agricultural after-use, which will include restoration to field 
purposes.  The internal haul route will remain as an access driveway for the abutting property.  
The proposed rehabilitation concept is shown below as Figure 9.  
 

 
Figure 9 – Proposed rehabilitation concept for subject lands (MHBC, 2019) 
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7.0 Impacts of proposed development 
The purpose of this section of the report is to list potential impacts to resources and provide 
recommendations related to the conservation of the onsite cultural heritage resources.  

7.1 Potential impacts to onsite heritage resources 

There are three classifications of changes that the effects of a proposed development may have 
on an identified cultural heritage resource: beneficial, neutral or adverse. Beneficial effects may 
include such actions as retaining a property of cultural heritage value, protecting it from loss or 
removal, maintaining restoring or repairing heritage attributes, or making sympathetic additions 
or alterations that allow for a continued long-term use and retain heritage building fabric. Neutral 
effects have neither a markedly positive or negative impact on a cultural heritage resource. 
Adverse effects may include the loss or removal of a cultural heritage resource, unsympathetic 
alterations or additions that remove or obstruct heritage attributes, the isolation of a cultural 
heritage resource from its setting or context, or the addition of other elements that are 
unsympathetic to the character or heritage attributes of a cultural heritage resource. Adverse 
effects may require strategies to mitigate their impact on cultural heritage resources.  
 
The impacts of a proposed development or change to a cultural heritage resource may be direct 
or indirect. They may occur over a short term or long term duration, and may occur during a pre-
construction phase, construction phase or post-construction phase. Impacts to a cultural heritage 
resource may also be site specific or widespread, and may have low, moderate or high levels of 
physical impact. 
 
The area of the site proposed for aggregate extraction does not contain any built heritage 
resources or cultural heritage landscapes, therefore there are no direct or indirect impacts 
anticipated.   
 
There are no direct impacts to the house and barn structures as a result of the proposed 
development, as the buildings are being retained in-situ. There is a change to the context around 
the buildings because of the change proposed for the areas near the buildings, and the area will 
be rehabilitated back to agricultural use following aggregate extraction. This change continues 
the evolution of the property that has been ongoing for many decades. 
 
The Ontario Heritage Toolkit includes information regarding potential impacts on adjacent 
heritage resources that could result from development or site alteration.  These types of impacts 
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could include:  destruction of a heritage resource, alteration, shadows, isolation, direct or indirect 
obstruction, a change in land use; and land disturbances.   
 

7.1.1 1195 Foerster Road 

The following chart outlines the consideration of such impacts for onsite resources: 
 

 
Impact 

Degree of Impact 
(None, Unknown, 
Negligible,  Minor, 
Moderate, Major) 

 
Comment 

Destruction None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not destroy any heritage attribute. 

Alteration None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not alter the area containing cultural 
heritage resources. 

Shadows None Shadows will not be caused by the 
proposed development. 

Isolation Minor The proposed aggregate extraction will 
temporarily change the area around the 
farm ‘core’.  However it is remaining intact 
and the site will be progressively 
rehabilitated for agricultural purposes. 

Direct or indirect 
obstruction of 
significant views 

None The proposed development will not 
obstruct significant views, as none are 
associated with the subject lands. 

A change in land use None Land use will remain within the farm ‘core’. 

Land disturbance None Land disturbances are not planned within 
the area of identified heritage resources. 

 

7.1.2 1472 Village View Road 

The following chart outlines the consideration of such impacts for onsite resources: 
 

 
Impact 

Degree of Impact 
(None, Unknown, 
Negligible,  Minor, 
Moderate, Major) 

 
Comment 

Destruction None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not destroy any heritage attribute. 
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Alteration None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not alter the area containing cultural 
heritage resources. 

Shadows None Shadows will not be caused by the 
proposed development. 

Isolation None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not isolate resources, since the farm ‘core’ 
is remaining intact and the site will be 
rehabilitated for agricultural purposes. 

Direct or indirect 
obstruction of 
significant views 

None The proposed development will not 
obstruct significant views, as none are 
associated with the subject lands. 

A change in land use None Land use will remain within the farm ‘core’. 

Land disturbance None Land disturbances are not planned within 
the area of identified heritage resources. 

 
It is considered that the potential for impacts on the farm building clusters as outlined above is 
low, given that the proposed development will not take place within the area of the identified 
cultural heritage resources.  Regarding 1472 Village View Road, there is no change to the access or 
areas surrounding the buildings on three sides.  Related to 1195 Foerster Road, the access road 
will be maintained throughout aggregate extraction activities, with the surrounding area being 
restored following completion of site operations. 

7.2 Conclusion 

It is considered that the potential for impacts on the farm building clusters as outlined above is 
low, given that the proposed development will not take place within the area of the identified 
cultural heritage resources.  Regarding 1472 Village View Road, there is no change to the access or 
areas surrounding the buildings on three sides.  Related to 1195 Foerster Road, the access road 
will be retained during extraction and integrated with site rehabilitation following the completion 
of activities. 
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7.3 Potential impacts to adjacent heritage resources 

As noted in Section 4.3 of this report, there are no adjacent properties designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, and no adjacent properties listed on the Township’s Non-Designated 
Register.  The Maryhill Candidate Cultural Heritage Landscape (CHL) is located adjacent to a 
portion of the lands proposed for the Shantz Station Pit. 
 

7.3.1 Maryhill Candidate Cultural Heritage Landscape 

A study entitled ‘Identification of Candidate Cultural Heritage Landscapes in the Townships of 
Wellesley and Woolwich’ was released by the University of Waterloo Heritage Resources Centre 
(HRC) in 2018.  The stated intent was to draw attention to the values of these areas of Woolwich 
and Wellesley, and to provide policy makers with information to help identify policies that will 
protect, conserve or restore these areas.   
 
The CHL study identified a total of 10 candidate cultural heritage landscapes across Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships, including the village of Maryhill (see Figure 10, below).  As shown, the 
proposed Shantz Station Pit lands are located outside but adjacent to the Maryhill Candidate CHL.   
 

 
Figure 10 – Candidate Maryhill CHL, with proposed licenced boundary shown in yellow (MHBC, 2019) 
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The study notes that the list of CHLs identified is “by no means intended as a comprehensive 
examination of the landscapes within the political boundaries of Wellesley and Woolwich 
Townships…”, and that further work is required to determine the extent of the candidate CHLs.  
This work is recommended to include confirming boundaries, community consultation, and 
development of policy to address features of the candidate CHLs.  It is understood this work is 
now underway for the Maryhill Candidate CHL.   
 
Regarding this Candidate CHL, the study notes that the area represents an organically evolved 
landscape, and that there are some designed elements associated with the church and cemetery.  
It is noted that the area identified is centered on St. Boniface Church, which was a significant 
landmark identified through research.  The location of the church atop a hill is specifically 
mentioned, as well as the potential for views of the church from surrounding areas.  Other 
elements of interest for this Candidate CHL include the historic taverns, hotels and shops located 
in the village of Maryhill around the bottom of the hill upon which the Church is located.  The 
Maryhill Road and St. Charles Street streetscapes are noted as primary heritage elements.  It is 
clear that the CHL primarily identifies the components of the village of Maryhill. 
 

  
Photos 53 & 54 – Photos of St. Boniface Church and from the bottom of the hill in Maryhill (MHBC, 2019) 

 
Specific to views, the report notes that St. Charles Street offers exceptional views of St. Boniface 
Church, and that Maryhill Road north of the village also provides vantages of the Church.  It is 
noted that further analysis of views from other area roads is required for boundary identification.   
 
Through work conducted by MHBC, a review was undertaken to understand the potential for 
views of the church from the surrounding areas.  The most significant views of St. Boniface Church 
are those located within the existing Candidate CHL boundary.  Views of the Church are also 
available from a wide-ranging area surrounding the village, including prominent views from north 
of the Maryhill, from the intersection of Maryhill Road and Village View Road, from St. Charles 
Street and from Shantz Station Road south of St. Charles Street.   
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Photos 54 & 55 – View from Village View Road and Maryhill Road (left) and Shantz Station Road south of St. Charles 
Street (right), looking towards Maryhill (MHBC, 2019) 

 
Limited distant views of St. Boniface Church are also available during leaf-off conditions from 
other surrounding areas.  This includes the Foerster Road frontage along the subject lands, 
although from this distance (approximately 2.2 km away) the Church comprises a small portion of 
the overall view and is difficult to discern due to other features on the horizon. 

  
Photos 56 & 57 – Photos looking towards Maryhill from Foerster Road, across the subject lands (MHBC, 2019) 

 
The preliminary work completed through the ‘Identification of Candidate Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes in the Townships of Wellesley and Woolwich’ has identified a Candidate CHL that 
includes the village of Maryhill and surrounding lands.  It is our understanding that additional 
work is being undertaken by Township staff, as recommended in the report, to confirm the CHL 
boundaries and make recommendations for the conservation of the cultural heritage resources 
within the CHL.   
 
Based on the work conducted through this Heritage Impact Assessment, the recommended CHL 
boundary which includes the main Village streetscapes and areas of key views is appropriate.  The 
Candidate CHL as identified contains the Maryhill village core and related development, as well as 
the key views of St. Boniface Church.  There are additional views of St. Boniface Church available 
from surrounding lands, especially during winter months due to lack of vegetation, however the 
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primary views are those taken from public roadways immediately adjacent to the Village of 
Maryhill.  The lands subject to the proposed Shantz Station Pit are appropriately excluded from 
the Maryhill Candidate CHL, as they are physically separated from Maryhill by area landforms and 
continue to be part of the agricultural area surrounding the village. 
 

7.3.2 Review of potential impacts 

The potential for impacts as a result of the proposed Shantz Station Pit was assessed, based on 
guidance provided by the Province of Ontario for assessing adjacent lands.  The Ontario Heritage 
Toolkit includes information regarding potential negative impacts on adjacent heritage resources 
that could result from development or site alteration.  These types of impacts could include:  
destruction of a heritage resource, alteration, shadows, isolation, direct or indirect obstruction of 
significant views, a change in land use, and land disturbances.  The following chart outlines the 
consideration of such impacts for onsite resources: 
 

 
Impact 

Degree of Impact 
(None, Unknown, 
Negligible,  Minor, 
Moderate, Major) 

 
Comment 

Destruction None The proposed development will not result 
in destruction of heritage resources or 
attributes associated with the Maryhill 
Candidate CHL. 

Alteration None The proposed development will not cause 
unsympathetic or incompatible alteration 
to the historic fabric associated with the 
Maryhill Candidate CHL. 

Shadows None Shadows that alter the appearance of a 
heritage attribute will not be caused by the 
proposed development. 

Isolation None The proposed aggregate extraction will 
not isolate heritage resources or attributes 
related to the Maryhill Candidate CHL. 

Direct or indirect 
obstruction of 
significant views 

None The proposed development will not 
obstruct significant views of St. Boniface 
Church, as none have been identified in 
proximity to the subject lands.  The long 
views available during leaf-off (from 2 km 
away) are not considered significant. 



Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 
1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road, Township of Woolwich 

March 2019  MHBC | 42  

A change in land use None The proposed development does not 
change land use within the Maryhill 
Candidate CHL. 

Land disturbance None Land disturbances are not planned within 
the Maryhill Candidate CHL 

 

7.3.3 Conclusion  

The proposed development of the subject lands would result in changes to the grades on 
portions of the subject property in order to accommodate aggregate extraction operations and 
will be rehabilitated back to agricultural use.  The subject lands are located adjacent to the 
Maryhill Candidate CHL, but not within the CHL.   
 
The review conducted as part of this study has confirmed that the current proposed boundary for 
the Maryhill Candidate CHL is appropriate.  The Candidate CHL contains the village of Maryhill, 
including streetscape features, the historic core, related residential uses, and important features 
such as St. Boniface Church and cemetery.  Views of St. Boniface Church have been identified as 
an important feature, and the most notable views of the Church are included in the Maryhill 
Candidate CHL boundary.  The subject lands do not form part of the village of Maryhill and are 
appropriately excluded from the Candidate CHL. 
 
Direct and indirect impacts have been reviewed in accordance with guidance provided by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture & Sport through the Ontario Heritage Toolkit.  A range of matters 
were reviewed, including potential destruction or alteration to heritage resources, shadows that 
impact heritage resources, isolation of a heritage resource, direct or indirect obstruction of 
significant views, a change in land use that impacts a heritage resource, and land disturbance.  
Given the nature of the proposed development and the evaluation undertaken, it is not 
considered that adjacent cultural heritage resources will be negatively impacted as a result of the 
proposed development.  As such, there is no potential for direct or indirect impacts on the 
adjacent potential cultural heritage resources located within the Maryhill Candidate CHL. 
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8.0 Conservation recommendations 
The purpose of this section of the report is to list potential impacts to resources and provide 
recommendations related to the conservation of the onsite cultural heritage resources.  

8.1 Alternative approaches to development 

Consideration of alternative development approaches is routinely considered through heritage 
impact assessments as a form of mitigation related to potential impacts to cultural heritage 
resources.  Alternatives can include ‘do nothing’, proceed with proposed development, or 
proceed with an alternate form of development. 
 
The ‘do nothing’ approach would result in no aggregate extraction taking place on the subject 
lands.  This approach is not recommended because it would not represent a good use of natural 
resources, especially given that there is a very low potential for impacts to cultural heritage 
resources to occur due to the design of the proposed operation. 
 
An alternative form of development would involve a greater setback from the farm clusters 
located on the subject lands or perhaps changing the sequence or areas of extraction.  Given that 
the farm ‘core’ for each property functions as their own cultural heritage landscape and are no 
longer directly linked to the farm field areas, no purpose would be served by altering the 
proposed development. 
 
Proceeding with the proposed development is recommended, as it has been shown to not result 
in negative impacts to the cultural heritage resources on the subject lands and will make good 
use of the aggregate resources located on the property.  This option also conforms to the PPS 
requirement that development and site alteration not be permitted on adjacent lands to cultural 
heritage resources unless it has been demonstrated that the heritage attributes will be conserved. 

8.2 Conservation recommendations 

In order to help ensure that the applicable cultural heritage resources are appropriately 
conserved, the following recommendations are made:  

- A conservation plan for the house located at 1195 Foerster Road is recommended to be 
prepared in order to ensure that the heritage attributes of the house are retained. It is 
recommended that this occur at the commencement of site operations. 
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- Site rehabilitation as shown in Figure 9 is recommended in order to restore the laneway 
connections to 1195 Foerster Road and also to the rear of the subject lands following the 
completion of extraction, as well as the field areas surrounding the buildings. 

- A conservation plan for the house located at 1472 Village View Road is recommended to 
be prepared in order to ensure that the heritage attributes of the house are retained. It is 
recommended that this occur at the commencement of site operations. 

- That photo documentation of the laneway and remnant fence areas at the rear of the 
property be completed prior to removal of the features for aggregate extraction. 

8.3 Implementation and monitoring 

Given the above conclusions, implementation and monitoring is not required.   
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9.0  Conclusions 
This Heritage Impact Assessment has provided a summary of the background research and 
historical development of the subject lands, known as 1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View 
Road in the Township of Woolwich.  The report includes an identification and assessment of the 
cultural heritage resources present on the subject lands, an evaluation of potential impacts as a 
result of the proposed development, and recommendations for the conservation of the cultural 
heritage resources onsite.  
 
The existing farm building collections and associated features located on 1195 Foerster Road and 
1472 Village View Road were found to have cultural heritage value. 
 
The proposed development of the subject lands includes an aggregate resource extraction 
operation that is planned to occupy much of the field areas located on the subject site.  The 
aggregate operation is planned to operate above the water table, with rehabilitation to an 
agricultural after-use so that farming can continue on the lands. 
 
The existing building clusters will be retained as part of the proposed development, with a new 
driveway for 1195 Foerster Road being constructed as aggregate extraction proceeds across the 
subject site.  Existing perimeter vegetation will be retained wherever possible, and an enhanced 
setback of 150 metres is being proposed along the Foerster Road frontage in order to provide 
additional separation from existing uses in the area.  
 
It is concluded that the proposed development will have no negative impacts on cultural 
heritage resources on and adjacent to the subject property, including the Maryhill Candidate CHL.  
The appropriateness of the current proposed boundary for the Maryhill Candidate CHL has also 
been confirmed as appropriate.  Given the low potential for impact, mitigation, implementation 
and monitoring recommendations have not been provided. 
 
 
Report prepared by: 

  

_______________________________ 

Reviewed by:  

 

_____________________________ 
Nicholas Bogaert, BES, MCIP, RPP, CAHP 
Associate 

Dan Currie, MA, MCIP, RPP, CAHP 
Partner 

 



Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment 
1195 Foerster Road and 1472 Village View Road, Township of Woolwich 

March 2019  MHBC | 46  

10.0 Bibliography 
Bloomfield, Elizabeth. Waterloo Township through two Centuries. Region of Waterloo: St Jacobs 
Printery, 2006. 

Chapman, Lyman John and Donald F. Putnam. The Physiography of Southern Ontario. 3rd ed. 
Ontario Geological Survey Special Volume 2. Ontario, 1984. 

Corporation of the Township of Woolwich. Township of Woolwich Official Plan. 

Eby, Ezra. A Biographical History of Early Settlers and their Descendants in Waterloo Township. 
Kitchener, ON: Eldon D. Weber, 1971. 

Hayes, Geoffrey. Waterloo County: An Illustrated History. Waterloo, ON: Waterloo Historical Society, 
1997. 

Hunting Survey Corporation Limited. Digital Aerial Photographs, Southern Ontario.  Online 
resource accessed January 2019: http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/data/on/AP_1954/index.html  

Maryhill Historical Society, History: The Early Years – Maryhill. Online resource accessed January 
2019: http://maryhillroots.com/history/  

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Provincial Policy Statement, April 2014. 

Moyer, Bill. This Unique Heritage: The Story of Waterloo County. Kitchener: CHYM Radio, 197 

Parks Canada. Canadian Register of Historic Places. Online resource accessed January 2019: 
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/register-repertoire.aspx  

Parsell, H. & Co., Illustrated Historical Atlas of Waterloo County. Toronto. 1881 (Reprint 1972: Ross 
Cumming, Port Elgin, Ontario). 

Queen’s Printer for Ontario.  Ontario Heritage Toolkit, 2006. 

Queen’s Printer for Ontario. Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O 1990. 

Tremaine, George R., Map of Waterloo County. Toronto, Ontario, 1861. 

Waterloo Region Museum, History of Waterloo Township. Online resource accessed January 2019: 
https://www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca/en/collections-and-research/waterloo-
township.aspx  

http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/data/on/AP_1954/index.html
http://maryhillroots.com/history/
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/register-repertoire.aspx
https://www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca/en/collections-and-research/waterloo-township.aspx
https://www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca/en/collections-and-research/waterloo-township.aspx


 
 
 

200-540 BINGEMANS CENTRE DRIVE / KITCHENER / ONTARIO / N2B 3X9 / T: 519-576-3650 / F: 519-576-0121 / 
WWW.MHBCPLAN.COM 


	Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment - FINAL (March 2019)
	Table of Contents
	List of Figures
	1.0  Introduction
	2.0  Policy context
	2.1 The Planning Act
	2.2 The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS)
	2.3 The Township of Woolwich Official Plan
	2.4 The Region of Waterloo Official Plan
	2.5 The Ontario Heritage Act
	2.6 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

	3.0  Property background and history
	3.1 Background history
	3.2 Site history

	4.0 Description of site and surrounding features
	4.1 Subject property built heritage features
	4.1.1 1195 Foerster Road
	4.1.2 1472 Village View Road0F

	4.2 Landscape setting and context
	4.2.1 1195 Foerster Road
	4.2.2 1472 Village View Road

	4.3 Nearby properties listed on Township of Woolwich Heritage Register

	5.0 Evaluation of the significance of onsite cultural heritage resources
	5.1 Evaluation criteria
	5.2 Built heritage features
	5.3 Cultural Heritage Landscape evaluation
	5.4 Summary of heritage character

	6.0 Description of proposed development
	7.0 Impacts of proposed development
	7.1 Potential impacts to onsite heritage resources
	7.1.1 1195 Foerster Road
	7.1.2 1472 Village View Road

	7.2 Conclusion
	7.3 Potential impacts to adjacent heritage resources
	7.3.1 Maryhill Candidate Cultural Heritage Landscape
	7.3.2 Review of potential impacts
	7.3.3 Conclusion


	8.0 Conservation recommendations
	8.1 Alternative approaches to development
	8.2 Conservation recommendations
	8.3 Implementation and monitoring

	9.0  Conclusions
	10.0 Bibliography


