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SECTION: CLIMATE ACTION 

SUBJECT: CLIMATE ACTION GRANTS POLICY 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that funding allocations for Township of Woolwich residents are 
made according to established and common criteria. This policy establishes eligibility requirements, 
funding categories, eligible and non-eligible expenses, and the application process for the Climate 
Action Grants. 

DEFINITIONS 

Council: Council of the Township of Woolwich. 
  
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions: The release of gases (including carbon dioxide) into the Earth's 
atmosphere that trap heat and contribute to the greenhouse effect leading to changes in the global 
climate. 
 
School: Any public or private school with a Township of Woolwich address. 
 
Senior Management Team (SMT): Includes the Chief Administrative Officer and Directors within the 
Township of Woolwich. 
 
Township: The Township of Woolwich. 

POLICY SCOPE 

This policy applies to all Woolwich schools. 

POLICY STATEMENT 

The Council of the Township of Woolwich recognizes that the community of Woolwich (i.e. Residential, 
Industrial, Institutional, and Commercial sectors) contributes significantly to greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG), particularly through natural gas consumption. Council has previously committed to reducing 
community GHG emissions 50% by 2030 and 80% by 2050 (from a 2010 baseline). Council adopts this 
policy to support the community of Woolwich in reducing their GHG emissions and enhance climate 
literacy among students and residents.  
 



The purpose of this grant program is to subsize the cost of climate actions to facilitate the reduction of 
community GHG emissions in the Township of Woolwich.   

POLICY DETAILS 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Mayor and Council 

• Approve the Climate Action Grants Policy. 

• Review and approve Climate Action Grant annual allocation of funding. 

• Review and approve grant requests above $2,000. 

Senior Management Team 

• Review and approve annual allocation of funds. 

• Review and approve grant requests under $2,000. 

• Acts as the delegated authority to approve annual funding stream rewards on behalf of Mayor 
and Council. 

Climate Action & Sustainability Coordinator 

• Develop and recommend the annual Climate Action Grant allocation of funding to the Senior 
Management Team. 

• Receive Climate Action Grant requests and provide guidance where needed. 

• Promote the program and engage with interested parties. 

Legislative Authority 

Council’s legislative authority to provide grants is outlined in section 107 of the Municipal Act, 2001. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR GRANTS 

1. Other Considerations for Funding of Organizations  

a. The Township will not fund organizations that duplicate services provided by another 
agency, by the Township itself or by another area municipality. 

b. The Township will not provide grants to organizations whose services, in the opinion of 
Township Council, are better funded through purchase of service agreements. 

c. The Township will not provide grants to organizations that, in turn, give grants, donations, 
scholarships, bursaries or otherwise transfer funds to other individuals or organizations. 

d. The Township will not provide grants for the purpose(s) of funding or assisting with an 
organization's operating deficit. 

e. Council will not, under normal circumstances, consider a grant to replace financial support 
that an organization previously received from another funding body. 



2. Recognition of the Township's Contribution – All Grants 

a. Any organization receiving a grant from the Township will recognize the Township’s 
contribution in any promotional literature which may be prepared by the organization. 

3. Commitment by the Township for Funding in Subsequent Years 

a. Grants are made available within budgetary constraints in accordance with priorities 
determined by the Council of the Township of Woolwich.  

b. Council is not obligated to fund an organization because it has met all the conditions for 
grant approval.  

c. The approval of a grant or preapproval of an annual grant with or without inflationary 
increases does not obligate Council to provide the grant or the increase in future years. 

POLICY REQUIREMENTS 

GRANT STREAMS 
 

1. Climate Smart Schools Micro Grants  

Purpose of Grant Program 

The Climate Smart Schools Micro Grant program is intended to support climate action initiatives that 
contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions within the community, enhance 
resiliency to climate change impacts and/or foster climate literacy and empowerment among students.  

Eligibility Criteria 

• Projects will be evaluated and awarded based on a set of pre-determined criteria;  

• Projects must take place at a Woolwich school and directly benefit Woolwich students; 

• Funding must be used within the same calendar year it is issued, unless otherwise stipulated;  

• Any unspent funds must be returned to the Township upon completion of the project; 

• Applicants who apply to the Climate Smart Schools Micro Grant cannot apply to the Township’s 

other grant programs for the same project;  

• Schools and organizations with an overdue Climate Smart Schools Micro Grant project are 

unable to apply for future rounds of funding unless funds have been returned to the Township 

or the project has been completed;  

• Projects that are awarded through the Climate Smart Schools Micro Grant must be completed 

even if the project is not awarded full funding.  

Eligible Applicants 

• Schools with a Woolwich address in a publicly or privately funded school board; 

• School groups, clubs, and parent councils, applying on behalf of a school in a publicly or privately 

funded school board with a Woolwich address; 

• Publicly or privately funded school boards for a project in schools with a Woolwich address. 



Eligible Projects 

• Contributes to the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (climate mitigation); and/or 

• Enhances resiliency to climate change impacts (climate adaptation); and/or,  

• Educates students about climate change and climate action.  

Example Eligible Projects 

Below are examples of eligible projects: 
 

• Tree/microforest planting 

• Pollinator garden construction and maintenance 

• Eco club projects, events, or school-wide challenges 

• Marketing/signage materials 

• Fees for speakers on various climate action topics 

Non-eligible funding: 

Below are examples of activities that are not fundable: 
 

• Ongoing program costs: costs to run your current programs/ services 

• Income-generating activities for staff, group members (unrelated to project) 

• Mass market advertising campaigns 

• Upgrades/replacements of existing infrastructure assets 

• Fees paid to project partners (except trustee fees) 

• Costs to maintain activities beyond the funding term 

• Award ceremonies, banquets, receptions, annual general meetings, sport tournaments 

• Alcohol 

• Land acquisition, lease or rental 

• Purchase of gasoline or diesel vehicles (cars/trucks/farming equipment) 

• Fundraising events, or donations to charitable causes 

• Lobbying or advocacy on behalf of for-profit entities 

• Disbursement of funds to provide additional grants to other parties 

• Reserve funds, debt repayment, deficit funding 

• Expenses not directly related to the project  

• Expenses for memberships, conferences, travel, personal vehicle use, and parking  

• Activities related to political or religious purposes  

• Costs associated with the regular operation of your organization such as current staff salaries 
(unrelated to project), office rental, utilities, building repairs or renovations, food that is not 
related to your project (i.e. workshop or event), IT equipment, phones, fax, internet, accounting 
services, insurance, etc.  

• Activities that extend beyond Woolwich’s borders  

• HST if unregistered  

• Other expenses on a case-by-case basis 



How To Apply 

Application Procedure  

a. Interested individuals can apply for funding during the intake period, which will open on October 
1st of each year and close on November 1st.  

b. The application form is available on the Township’s Climate Action webpage. All grant 
applications are to be submitted to the Chief Administrative Officer Department to the attention 
of the Climate Action & Sustainability Coordinator. Any inquiries regarding the application 
process may be directed to the Climate Action & Sustainability Coordinator.  

c. Applications must be completed electronically in full, signed and include all required 
documentation or they may be returned. 

d. The Township’s Senior Management Team is the approval body for Climate Action grant 
requests up to $2,000.  

e. For requests over $2,000, a recommendation report will go to Council. Applicants are 
encouraged to speak to Council at a meeting in support of the request.  

f. Upon receipt of a full and complete application, staff will review the application based on the 
criteria of this policy and category, as well as the available funds to make a recommendation on 
the application to the applicable approval body.  

Payment of Awarded Grants  

All decisions of the approval body will be communicated in a timely manner with the applicant. Granted 
monies will be paid to the individual or organization upon approval. Climate Smart Schools Micro Grants 
will be paid by December 31st of the application year. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

The Climate Action & Sustainability Coordinator of the Township of Woolwich manages the Grant 
Program.  

https://www.woolwich.ca/learn-about/climate-action/

